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Typological Characteristics of Adversative Markers in Tibeto-Burman
Compound Sentences: with a Comparison to Chinese

FAN Lijun

[Abstract] This paper, based on a survey of adversative compound sentences in 37 Tibeto-Burman
languages or dialects, points out that many of such sentences are marked via overt linking markers.
The linking adversative markers in many Tibeto-Burman languages are neither genetically-related
nor polyfunctional. Compared to their counterparts in Tibeto-Burman languages, the adversative
markers in Chinese have a rigid mode of locality in sentences, but are flexible in their positions in
clauses and are versatile in their functions.

[Keywords] Tibeto-Burman languages Chinese adversative compound sentences adversative
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