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The Semantic Change of la:i' in Zhuang and Its Impact on Chinese Dialects
Spoken in Guangxi

LU Songsong

[Abstract] The morpheme la:i' in Zhuang, with an original meaning of “many/much”, has seen a

series of meanings (functions) evolved from its original meaning. Through replication of la:i' in

Zhuang, the Chinese dialects spoken in Guangxi has acquired for its morpheme duo, also meaning

“many/much” originally, functions as a degree adverb and a comparative marker.

[Keywords] la:i' semantic change replication
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