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Types and Generation Mechanism of Disyllabic Words in Biyo Hani
JING Dian

[Abstract] The phonological structure in Biyo Hani has a disyllabification tendency. This paper
provides a detailed analysis of the four main sources of the disyllabic words in Biyo Hani, including
disyllabification of monosyllabic words through prefixation, compounding of two monosyllabic
roots, formation of quadrisyllabic compounds from two disyllabic morphemes, and new word
borrowing. The main motivations are also discussed, including language type, syllable structure,
prosody, and language contact.
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