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A Preliminary Study on the Characters in the Zhuang Mogong Scriptures
in the Ninglang Yi Autonomous County, Yunnan Province

LI Jinfang, JIANG Yafei and HUANG Haishu

[Abstract] The scriptures used in traditional activities such as the ceremonies at weddings or
funerals hosted by the Zhuang Mogong celebrants in the Ninglang Yi Autonomous County, Yunnan
Province are written in a unique writing system. The script, used by the Zhuang ethnic group, is
newly discovered but has been in use for a somewhat long history. It is a combination of invented
Zhuang characters and borrowed Chinese characters (including metamorphic Chinese characters).
Characters mainly include the left-right and top-bottom structures; and in addition, there are also
enclosed, embedded, intersected and other structures. Characters are formed in the following
methods, such as shape-copying, pictograph (whole and part), ideograph, indicative, phonetic loan
and metamorphic (variation of Chinese characters). The Mogongs know part of the characters;
some others are pronounable but with unknowable meaning, and still others are completely obscure
in both sound and meaning.

[Keywords] Ninglang the Zhuang people ancient script research
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